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Editorial 

 

Welcome to the 2021 Summer 

edition of Update.  

Thank you to all our           

contributors.  Again this is a 

bumper edition, with very 

interesting articles and     

photos so enjoy the read. 

 

The next issue will come out 

mid September, so keep us in 

mind with your photos,  

stories, poems, letters etc. 

 

 

 

In the last issue of Update the question was posed—What is YOUR VISION for       

Lochgair in 2025?  The committee is in the process of compiling your responses to 

the following questions: 

* Is it important to us to have a central point in the village for developing and  

maintaining a community spirit? 

* If yes, what can individual villagers offer to achieve this? How can we contribute?

It’s no good us being merely consumers of what is offered by elderly volunteers.   

We want Lochgair to be a ‘Can Do Place’ [http://www.candoplaces.org/] 

Somewhere where things happen!  

IF YOU THINK LOCHGAIR NEEDS A MEETING PLACE  or FOCAL POINT  and you’ve not 

returned your questionnaire please do so and hand it in, or speak to, Jean Smith, 

Bev Cuthbert, Alison Wilkinson, Maggie Murray, Rosemary Dargie or Elsie Freer. 

What is our vision for Lochgair? - Village hall consultation 

Please help us promote the physical assets of Lochgair 

Lochgair has amazing physical assets such as our lochs and paths and wildlife, as 

well as sites of historical interest.  The committee applied for funding to A’Chruach 

Windfarm for an Information & Interpretation Display Board to be situated along-

side the bench on the foreshore of Loch Fyne (see artist’s impression)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This idea came about through informal discussions with local folk who have an  

active interest in promoting and photographing the wildlife in the area, its local 

paths, and its sites of historical interest. The community council representatives 

on the funding panel asked us to formally consult with our members as to whether 

they supported this proposal.  We’ve now analysed the results of the Survey     

Monkey survey, and have received 100% support for this project plus a number of 

useful suggestions for what information could be included.  If you would like to help 

with the design of the content of the information board or with providing photos, 

please email the secretary at info@lochgair.org 

 

http://www.candoplaces.org/
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THE COMMITTEE HARD AT WORK 

Not wishing to miss out on the excellent weather at the 

end of May the Committee (with the exception of Elsie, 

and Alison who had to work) met in the garden of 

Knock Steading to discuss the best way to consult with 

folk in the village and surrounding settlements on the 

demand for a village hall and more importantly the 

level of commitment to making this possible.   

 

 

WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON RECENTLY IN LOCHGAIR? 

IMPROVING LOCAL PATHWAYS  

Jolyon Gritten, Access Manager for Argyll and Bute  

Council, has been advising us on ways to improve some of 

our local paths and access to the native woodland planted 

by MacArthur Green, the path over looking Upper      

Lochgair, and Ardcastle.   

Robert Wrate has plans 

to improve  the walk 

from Lochgair to Kames 

along the deer fence 

above the foreshore of 

Loch Fyne.  If you’re 

interested in volunteering to help please email Rob 

(robwrate@gmail.com) 

DRAMA AT POINT HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of April this delivery lorry underestimated 

the turning area at Point House and had to wait to be 

towed out by a breakdown lorry, blocking the road to 

other users, much to the amusement of walkers.  

LOCHGAIR AMBLERS 

Following lockdown restrictions (and the weather) the  

Amblers had no walks between January and March, but 

have now got going again. They walk fortnightly on a   

Tuesday. The walks at the beginning of the month tend to 

be longer and walkers bring a packed lunch; while those at 

the end of the month are shorter and easier. For example 

the last walk in May was in Kilmartin Glen—3 miles of easy 

walking.  

[Margaret 

Gray exploring 

a burial cairn] 

 

 

 

Jean Smith says “walking is sociable, good for mental and 

physical well-being, and it is interesting to explore our 

surrounding countryside.  Anybody is welcome to join us.” 

To find out about future walks contact Jean on 886328. 
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‘Tommy’ by Fred Bruce 

Tommy was purchased from the British Legion as 

they were, and are, struggling  for funds this 

year. Community Councils were asked if they 

would like to purchase one of the Tommys or 

there were other items that could be bought like 

flower boxes.  

We as a Community Council decided that the  

Tommys would be nice. One will be going up in 

Minard as well and we have noticed there are 

quite a number in various villages throughout the 

area. 

The position was chosen after a walk round the 

area with Jean Smith. We did not want it to be a 

distraction for drivers on the road and felt that 

this little corner suited it very well. 

The Logo on the bottom "Time To Reflect" was 

chosen because we have lost five members of our 

community this year and this is a reminder of the 

struggle a lot of people have had in this year of 

pandemic. 

 

 

Dorothy Wallace was Ordained and Inducted into the Parish of 

West Lochfyneside at a service in Inveraray Church on Sunday 

18th April 2021.  The Reverend Wallace’s first service as an 

Ordained Minister was in our little 

church in Lochgair. 

The Parish of West Lochfyneside 

stretches from Inveraray, through 

Furnace, Minard, Lochgair, Port 

Anne and finishes at Castleton, so a 

large area for our new minister to 

cover. 

Dorothy moved into the manse in 

Inveraray with her husband Alex. 

Her two children are both          

University students - daughter 

Lizzie  is studying Divinity in      

Edinburgh and her son  Ally  is 

studying Art Animation 

(computers) at Strathclyde but 

studying from home at present. 

 

The efforts of the Lochgair Association to acquire the church 

and hall buildings, if successful, will not mean an end to church 

services in Lochgair. It is envisaged that a service will be held 

in Lochgair on the first Sunday of every month, plus occasional 

joint or special services for as long as possible. Everyone is 

very welcome to come to any of these services, whether    

members of the Church of Scotland or not. 

We wish Dorothy a successful ministry, and look forward to 

welcoming her around the village in the future 

 

 

Lochgair Church has a new minister by Jean Smith 
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WHAT’S BEEN GOING ON RECENTLY IN LOCHGAIR (CONTINUED)? 

The Association was successful in applying to the Scottish 

Government funded Digital Inclusion Project (which is  

delivered by SCVO) for Ipads for villagers in Lochgair who 

for reasons of disability or lack of access to the Internet 

could benefit from such devices.  Digital champions—Carol 

Braidwood, Jennifer Swanson and Marion Lacey—helped to 

set up the devices and to provide ongoing support.  The 

camera  function has proved to be very popular, and also 

being able to use social media to keep in contact with   

family.   

This is a lovely photo of “a little green friend” - a lizard - 

taken on one of these Ipads. 

 

 

Boat Building by Michael Reid contd 

 

Moulds set out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building frame 

and moulds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the same time, I was making up laminated frames, 

consisting of several layers of thin strips of wood 

(Larch and Douglas Fir) shaped around blocks 

screwed to a mould and glued together with epoxy.  

These will reinforce the hull under the thwarts (seats). 

 

Laminated 

frames 

glued and 

aligned to 

mould 

Connecting Scotland—Digital Inclusion Project 

Boat Building by Michael Reid 

I am making good progress on the boat build, and have 

been posting updates on the forum (https://

www.lochgair.org/forum/the-lochgair-forum/

boatbuilding), but for anyone who can’t access it here is an 

update. 

The first step was to assemble the building frame,        

consisting of two 16-ft 4x2s, cross-pieces, legs and    

bracing.  It needs to be straight, level and square, and took 

a bit of fettling to get there. 

Next, I added the moulds, which came as a kit along with 

the hull planks, and need to be square to the frame,      

vertical and parallel to each other.  More fettling was   

required! 

https://www.lochgair.org/forum/the-lochgair-forum/boatbuilding
https://www.lochgair.org/forum/the-lochgair-forum/boatbuilding
https://www.lochgair.org/forum/the-lochgair-forum/boatbuilding
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I used a length of 2x2 planed softwood for this.  First step 

was to mark up widths from the plans – it tapers towards 

each end, but only on three of the sides.  The shape was 

roughly cut on the bandsaw then planed to the lines.  Next, 

the corners were shaved off with a plane to make it         

octagonal in cross-section.  Each of the corners were planed 

off, giving 16 sides, then the corners of these planed off, by 

which point it was nearly round.  Coarse sandpaper got it 

round, then progressively finer grades were used to smooth 

it out.  Finally, it was sealed with a penetrating oil and it’s 

ready to use. It will be quite a while before it’s needed but it 

was a good way to try out the techniques, which I will need 

to make up oars, which I will need sooner. 

 

The next step will be cutting more oak and steam-bending it 

to form the stems at either end and then it will be onto 

planking the hull, at which point it really will start to look like 

a boat. 

 

I’ll keep posting updates on the forum, and visitors (or    

volunteer assistants!) are always welcome when I am   

working in the ‘boat-tent’. 

 

 

 

Boat Building by Michael Reid contd 

 

A finished 

frame 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The keel is made of oak in two pieces, inner (keelson) 

and outer (keel), which form a T in cross-section and 

sandwich the edges of the bottom plank (garboard).  

I have cut the keelson and am working on the keel.  

You can see these in the photo of the spar.  You can 

also see where I have cut out a knot and glued in a 

piece of solid wood. 

For a wee change I spent a couple of afternoons 

making up one of the spars for the sailing rig, the 

yard which will go at the top of the sail.   

 

Spar and knot repair 
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THE LONG MEMORIES PROJECT— A TASTER FROM BARRY MEREDITH’S MEMOIRS  

“Tales of a Charter Boat Skipper” 

Barry is planning on publishing his memoirs— to be entitled “Tales of a Charter Boat Skipper”.  This is a précis of 

chapter one. We look forward to reading more in the September issue. If you’re interested in reading his tales in 

full, contact Barry c/o An Cala Tel. 886282 [Editor]  

 

Barry says he’s an East End of London boy who tells it as it is.  He has always had a passion for boating and scuba 

diving and because of this bought a Lochin 33 named Privateer, which he used as a survey boat, chartering it out 

from Littlehampton on the South Coast. At the weekend he and his pals used to go out diving - “his pirating days”.  

 

On retiring in 2003 and moving to Lochgair, as he had an RYA 

offshore commercial operator’s licence, he decided to buy a 

brand new Jeanneau Prestige 36 motor cruiser, named Just 
Fyne, and adapt it for chartering with Robert Duncan as crew. 

However it was not suitable for fishing and diving charters or for 

survey work.  

 

 

 

Then High Velocity, a 39 foot motor catamaran with two Iveco diesel 

inboard shaft driven engines, developing about 900 horsepower, 

came up for sale - built by Safehaven Marine in Ireland for the 

Workboat Exhibition and the company owner Frank Kowalski’s  

personal boat. After viewing it Barry returned to Cork with Robert, 

and Alan Watkins, a diving buddy, to collect the boat, now renamed 

So Fyne.  

It was January and the weather was atrocious; blowing about a 

force 9 every day. “On the third day the forecast wasn’t quite so 

bad - only up to force 7, so we decided to go.” The plan was to go 

through St. George’s Channel into the Irish Sea, then spend the 

night at Bray—leaving Bray at seven o’ clock for Bangor. “This 

was definitely the wrong move as we ended up with winds gusting 

to 70 mph and twelve foot waves. The good thing about the boat 

was that, apart from two side scuppers, it had two half doors on 

the transom.  So Fyne handled the enormous seas amazingly well. 

However to make matters worse there was a container ship which 

kept disappearing as it went into troughs and I had to pass astern 

of it which meant putting the boat side on to the waves. A very 

risky manoeuvre!“ Once safely executed, Barry tried to make  

radio contact with Bangor Marina, but no response. Then he tried 

them on the mobile and managed to get through. “They could not 

believe we were out at sea in such weather” The last leg of the 

journey was across the North Channel, up the Firth of Clyde and 

into Tarbert Marina. “When we reached Brodick, Isle of Arran, the wind had receded so I opened her up and adjusted 

the trim tabs slightly and achieved 42 knots. Not bad for a forty foot boat!” Robert commented to a neighbour    

afterwards “It was definitely by far the worst conditions I had ever been at sea in!” 
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The second most memorable trip for Barry was in response to a lady wanting to book the boat with her two sisters, 

one of whom lived in Paris, one in London and the lady lived in Scotland. “She said that they would like to see some 

of the Scottish Islands.” Barry met them at Tarbert Marina at 9.30 a.m. and picked up Robert Duncan at 8.30 a.m. 

“just in case he had trouble getting up!“  

 

“We headed off to Inchmarnock, where we stopped to let them take photographs of the seals. We then proceeded to 

the Kyles of Bute and Burnt Islands, up the side of Bute to Great Cumbrae and little Cumbrae; after that to Paddy’ s 

Milestone, ( Alisa Craig ) and then across to Sanda for lunch. 

 

[Barry is keen to know whether the story is true that the chap who bought Sanda was an antiques dealer who     

imported antiques into Scotland. “Apparently there was some sort of fiddle going on involving VAT, which was dis-

covered and he got five years at Her Majesty’s Pleasure!  When he came out he bought Sanda.” ] 

 

“While we were at Sanda a helicopter landed and out got Robbie Coltrane, which made the girls’ day. We left Sanda, 

then past Pladda and on to Holy Island.” Robert explained to the girls that the place with all the flags flying was a 

monastery. “Then the girl who lived in Paris said something totally unexpected, which was that she had always 

dreamed of  running naked through a monastery! “ Robert rowed her ashore but stayed in the inflatable. The young 

lady walked over to the low dry stone wall, climbed over, took her jogging top and bottoms off, ran to the other side 

and then ran back again. She replaced her clothes, climbed back over the wall and into the inflatable. “Robert     

proceeded to row back to the boat, but kept going round in circles as he was laughing so much!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When they returned to Tarbert the girls said that was the best reunion that they had ever had. Barry said to the 

sister from Paris ”At least you’ve had a dream come true” and she wholeheartedly agreed! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Tales of a Charter Boat Skipper” continued 
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FROM THE BENCH - April to June 2021 by Michael Reid   

As I am sure everyone is aware it has been a slow spring 

this year.  It finally feels like summer has arrived now 

though, now that the midges are out! 
 
April started off with some sightings of canada and   

greylag geese on the corran (the wee headland between 

Redhouse and Pointhouse.  On the 12th, a magpie was  

spotted in the gardens of Achnabreac and Gair Cottage, 

an unusual visitor here.  The same day a stoat was     

spotted peeking out of the vegetation around the rocky 

outcrop at Redhouse and a peacock butterfly was seen at 

the Old Store. 

One of our contributors left a Haiku on the 15th: 

The April primroses glow in the evening sun, eternal in 

spring. 
 
Summer officially started on the 24th and was welcomed 

with the sound of grasshopper warblers in the meadow 

between Pointhouse and The Castle.  By the 30th, an     

adder, slowworms and a cuckoo were all noted.  No sign 

of swallows though, which usually arrive at the end of 

April. 
 
May brought some human visitors, moles (or at least 

their spoil heaps) and  swallows were finally spotted on 

the 10th followed by more cuckoos, seals, shags and   

primroses.  A white tailed sea eagle stopped off at the 

trees by the Castle but was seen off by the local gulls.  

Later in the month a chiffchaff was seen appreciating the 

sunshine by the track and large shoals of small fish and 

shrimps were seen in the burn under the footbridge.  

There were quite a few shore crabs trying to catch the 

slower ones for their dinner. 
 
The first of the purple orchids were seen on June 4th – 

these seem to be hybrids of a number of species such as 

heath spotted and common, as they have mixed          

characteristics. Large numbers of other wildflowers are 

also appearing, such as speedwell, angelica, yellow flag 

iris, pink purslane, red campion, oxeye daisy and orange 

hawksbit.  Look out for them over the next few months 

and make notes of anything you see. 

There have also been lots of birds seen around the   

garden: blue tit, coal tit, great tit, siskin, chaffinch, 

greenfinch, bullfinch, robin, blackbird, starlings, great 

spotted woodpecker, collared dove, wood pigeon, 

hooded crow, common redpoll, dunnock, house sparrow, 

blackcap. How lucky are we to share our home with so 

much  nature? 

There have also been some great artistic contributions, 

here are a few highlights.  Recognise the dogs?   
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FROM THE BENCH CONTINUED  

 

If you hear crows and seagulls making a lot of noise, look up at the sky and you may see a White Tailed Sea Eagle.  

We had two sightings over Lochgair on 31st May this year.  It is true that due to deep wings they look like a flying 

barn door!  Their wingspan is up to 245 cm (8 feet)!!!! White tailed Eagles were reintroduced about 40 years ago on 

Rum.  (Chicks were brought over from Norway). Since then they have spread to Mull and further afield.  They are 

now on Loch Fyneside. 

 

We saw the Sea Eagles while sitting in the front garden at Melford Cottage! One flew towards us over the Loch and 

disappeared over Lochgair Church. Second sighting may have been the same bird flying back again towards Asknish 

a few hours later.  

SIGHTING OF WHITE TAILED SEA EAGLES 

By Margaret and Will Rudd 
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Here comes Spring, birds in song; clouds, rain, hail rush along. 

Dry-day! Sun! Winds less bitter! Time to run, pick up litter. 

Out along A83, plenty here, plain to see. 

Face the traffic. Keep well in. High-viz jacket. Right. Begin. 

Pick-a-litter, pick-a-litter, pick-a-litter, pick. 

 

Beastly bottles, glass or plastic - whole-disgusting, broken-drastic; 

Bags of rubbish tossed uncaring, biodegrading, contents-sharing; 

Cans time-mangled, sharp of edge; socks, gloves, masks rot in hedge; 

Disembodied parts of cars, windscreens, headlamps - been in the wars! 

Crisp/soup packets, sandwich packs, ring-pulls, belts, papers, sacks, 

ULOs (they lie not fly); and everywhere cat’s-eye, cat’s-eye, cat’s-eye. 

Pick-a-litter, pick-a-litter, pick-a-litter, pick. 

 

Along the verge seems fairly easy, under the bushes rather squeezy. 

Further in means fighting-blind trunks and branches intertwined. 

Down the slope in slither-slide - Help! No hold! Speed-gully-glide! 

Muddy-burns fills welly-boot (already fairly full of foot). 

Grab-a-can and turn to go, many-more a-sudden-show. 

Two few hands, big-heaving-sigh, hurl cans up so can climb-try. 

Pick-a-litter, pick-a-litter, pick-a-litter, pick. 

 

Home at last, filthy, tired, clothes and wellies all well mired. 

Bulging bags unwieldy throw onto heap that soon will go 

Off to dump, while verges green please all who see them clear and 

clean. 

Clothes in wash-machine quick-thrown, body in bath with achey-groan. 

The food reviving and, maybe, refreshment liquid - hardwork’s fee. 

Pick-a-litre, pick-a-litre, pick-a-litre.  HIC!  

GATHER YE ROSEBUDS 

By Sandy Richardson and dedicated to Fred Bruce et al 

 

I am writing this from the smallest     

bedroom in Loran House where I         

currently have my office. This room    

provides the best view of the Loch      

extending to the hills across the water.  

Two Swifts are darting around outside, 

hopefully eating more than their share of 

the midge, and despite the lateness of the 

hour, the quality of the light makes it feel 

like the afternoon rather than the       

evening. The contrast between this scene 

and those I left behind in Essex is        

pronounced and it makes me smile. 

I am still not sure if moving 500 miles 

from my family in the midst of a global 

pandemic, to a house I purchased without 

ever visiting it, was inspired or insane, 

but either way I couldn’t be happier with 

my decision. There is a lot of work to do 

at the house and having no particular 

aptitude for DIY or gardening, I am     

excited by the opportunities that await 

me. 

Now that the restrictions are lifting and 

life seems to be returning to some      

normality, I am looking forward, over the 

next months and years, to explore in 

more detail the country that is my new 

home. I also hope to get to know my 

neighbours and find out more about my 

community and the part my house played 

in the history of Lochgair. 

 

 

 

 

A big thank you from us all in Lochgair to the brave verge cleaners 

(Fred, Sandy, Fraser, Jim and Dave)  who risked life and limb to carry 

out a magnificent clean up on either side of the village! 

 

25 bags of rubbish, 2 tyres. and the bumper of a car (?) were all  

removed. 

WELCOME TO  

JAMES DAVIES OF LORAN  HOUSE 
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 Hew, who passed away on 20th March this year at home will 

be sorely missed by folk who knew him in Lochgair.  The  

following are some of the messages from folk on hearing of 

his death: 

“Hew's bravery combined with lack of self pity has been in-

spiring to me and to others.” 

“On the occasions I met him I immediately knew him to be a lovely generous man.”  

“I remember our garden group visit to their garden a few years ago.  We enjoyed a lovely afternoon with beautiful 

weather, walking round a lovely garden, tea and scones with fun and laughter.”  

Hew always envisaged an Arboretum for Knock New House to add further interest to the garden for future years.  

The garden opens each year raising funds for charity (as Barbara and friends did this year in early May) and will 

continue to be open by appointment up to the 12th October under The Scotland's Gardens Scheme.   

Please pass the word around, that the garden of Knock Newhouse is well worth a visit ! 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

‘The Octopus and the Butterfly’ 

Martyn Brown, based in Charlton Marshall, Dorset, (the 

husband of a friend of Eleanor's), has written a rhyming 

picture book for children to promote environmental       

issues. He  is looking for crowdfunding to get it published - 

see https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk. 

 

The book contains 21 illustrations and is the story of an 

Octopus, Hetty, who gets caught up in a plastic bag and is 

lifted into the air where he meets a beautiful butterfly. They 

go off on an adventure together around the world encoun-

tering the impact of oil slicks, deforestation and global 

warming etc are having on the world and its animals. 

 

Martyn became a father a couple of years ago and is      

concerned about the world his daughter is growing up into, 

which inspired this book. 

 

Best wishes, Fiona Rice 

 

SCAM ALERTS  

‘WHICH’ Magazine Free Service  

I have received my first scam alerts from the Which 

magazine.  This a free service which anyone can join.  

Duncan Campbell. 

https://conversation.which.co.uk/scams/national-

insurance-number-compromised-phone-scam 

If you’ve received a pre-
recorded message or 
phone call claiming your 
National Insurance   
number has been     
compromised, you can 
safely ignore it. It’s a 
scam.  

A FOND FAREWELL to HEW W. MC. D. SERVICE 

 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
https://conversation.which.co.uk/scams/national-insurance-number-compromised-phone-scam/
https://conversation.which.co.uk/scams/national-insurance-number-compromised-phone-scam/


 
 

Strict Covid guidance issued by SCVO for use by    

community organisations will be followed to     

ensure the safety of everyone. 

Bring your own picnic, beverages, something to sit 

on etc.  For those who wish to cook on a BBQ this 

will be available but please bring your own       

implements. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY & NOTICEBOARD 

AMAZON SMILE.   

Remember you can donate to the Association via Amazon 

Smile.  0.5% of the net purchase price of eligible            

purchases are donated to the Association.   

Amazon Smile is also available in the Amazon Shopping App 

to all Amazon customers using an iPhone or Android phone.  

 

However you’re welcome to choose an alternative charity 

of your choice.  

 

 

THE TRUSTEES OF  

THE LOCHGAIR ASSOCIATION (SCIO) are: 

 

Jean Smith, Chair (Tel. 886328), Bev Cuthbert, Rosemary 

Dargie, Elsie Freer, Maggie Murray, Alison Wilkinson, and 

Marion Lacey, Sec (Tel. 886232  Email: info@lochgair.org) 

SCVO MEMBERSHIP 

The Lochgair Association is now a registered member of 

the Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations 

(SCVO).  This entitles us to membership services such 

as exclusive advice from FUNDING SCOTLAND on funding 

sources; and support for digital inclusion. 

Check out their website:  https://scvo.scot/ 

LOCHGAIR POST-LOCKDOWN  

CELEBRATION PICNIC 

ON FRONT GARDEN OF REDHOUSE 

On SATURDAY 26th JUNE from 12 o’clock onwards 

 

BEACH CLEAN AND BBQ 

SATURDAY  25TH SEPTEMBER 

(SEPTEMBER WEEKEND) 

 

LOCHGAIR ASSOCIATION (SCIO) AGM 

EVENING OF 28TH AUGUST 

This year it is proposed to incorporate this with a 

Social Evening. 

[More details to follow, once we know what covid  

restrictions will be in place] 

 


