
Welcome to the first newsletter of The Loch-

gair Association. This newsletter will provide 

a way of sharing local information, articles on 

recent events, forthcoming events, and plans 

for developing local facilities and services.  

 

If you have any information you would like to 

share with us please email it to: The Editor at 

rock.solid.res@gmail.com or drop a note to 

Lacey, Westcroft, Lochgair.  

Some of the highlights from the first half of this year 
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Grand Opening of the Footbridge 
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On Saturday May the 13th, to the sound 

of the pipes (thanks to Christopher 

McCartan), local resident Fraser Bell 

formally opened the newly refurbished 

footbridge crossing the Eas Dubh burn.   

Fraser gave a fitting tribute to his 

grandfather who built the original 

bridge in 1953 and he recounted the 

history of ‘the riggs’ - worked by     

tenants from the village.  

The Association was awarded £12,500 

by A’ Chruach Community Fund to carry 

out the repair to the bridge by Duncan 

Hunter of Lochgilphead and matched 

this grant with £2,500 from its own 

funds.  

The Gardening Group’s annual Plant Sale 

has deservedly earned a reputation for the 

range and tremendous quality of plants for 

sale as well as the delicious baking on  

offer.  Despite wet weather the turn-out 

was excellent and everyone went away 

satisfied with the bargains on offer and the 

delicious baking. 

Thanks go to members of the Gardening 

Group who organised this event, and adorn 

the village with beautiful displays through-

out the year in the village planters.  

Particular thanks go to Carol and Douglas 

Braidwood who maintain the beautiful  

flowerbed adjacent to the bus stop .  

Plant Sale raises over £500 



West Lochfyne Community Council 

approved our funding application for  

the construction and erection of a 

bench to be sited on the foreshore of 

Loch Fyne, and which the owners of 

the land, David and Kirsty McArthur, 

have kindly approved. 

 

Douglas Murray has agreed to build the bench which is based on his very own  

design and will be constructed from oak in order to withstand the storms that hit 

the foreshore on Loch Fyne. You can see an example of his design on the foreshore 

looking out to the entrance to Lochgair.   

Lochgair Lunch Group  

The lunch group has its first lunch on 

Friday 20th October. This is a group of 

neighbours who meet for lunch on the 

3rd Friday of the month from October to 

March. Anyone in the area is most wel-

come to join us for the delicious cooking 

by our volunteers and the chat with other 

villagers. For further information contact 

Jan Williams (886288)  

West Lochfyne  

Community Council 

The next meeting will be on 9th Octo-

ber in Lochgair  Village Hall at 7 p.m. 

Micro-grant applications will be ap-

proved at this meeting. Deadline for 

applications 30th Sept. 

For further information please email 

contact@westlochfynecc.co.uk or 

visit the website 

What’s on in the Village Hall?  

 

Update on the Future of the Village Hall 

Successful Application for Micro-Grant from A Chruach Community Fund 
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A brand new or 

a refurbished 

village hall?   

What kind of 

activities would 

you like to see 

it used for? 

A Working Group has been established with 

representatives of the Church of Scotland and 

Lochgair residents. The first meeting has taken 

place with another scheduled for September.  

So far, the state of repair of the existing 

church building has been discussed and a sug-

gestion that the church could be a multi-use space for the benefit of both the village and Church.  

It was clear at last year’s special village hall meeting, that there are many possibilities to be       

investigated. If you have a preference or thought on what shape our village hall should take and 

what you would like to see it used for, please email Editor at rock.solid.res@gmail.com  

Tai Chi 

Sandy Richardson is restarting the very  

popular tai chi  class on Wednesday 6th 

September at 10.30 a.m.  Newcomers 

are always welcome. 

Sandy leads a programme of gentle 

exercises developed by Ian Smith.  

These are suitable for all ages and are 

great for both physical and mental 

health. 

Proposed Location - A short 

distance away from the end of 

the public path to the foreshore 

mailto:contact@westlochfynecc.co.uk


We do hope you are keen to join us and 
to come along to make your bids at 

what promises to be a fun evening.  

Maybe you have a skill you could share 
with others, or a service you can offer 
and others would find valuable.  

 

Promises Already Donated Include:  

An Evening’s Babysitting, Sailing Lesson, 
Gardening Advice, Craft Workshop, 
Trailer run to Lingerton Recycling  

Centre, Computer Help, Ropework 
workshop. Piano for beginners. Day Sail 

on a Catamaran. 

We want to capture as many memories and as much 

information as we can to create an archive about Loch-

gair. 

We need your help to collect stories, photos, newspaper 

articles, or other items of interest with connections to  

our village.   

Would you like to be involved with this interesting and 

worthwhile project?  If so, please contact Michael Reid 

c/o The Editor at rock.solid.res@gmail.com 

  

Social History—The Long Memories Project 

Have you heard that Lochgair Village was  

originally sited adjacent to the graveyard on the 

far side of the loch? Do you know of any archaeo-

logical evidence to support this? 

There are however, photos of Gallanach which 

suggest that there has been settlement on the 

current site for over a hundred years.   

Fraser Bell’s memories of the village when he 

was a boy, which were shared at the opening of the refurbished footbridge, have prompted lots of    

interest and stories particularly by residents with village connections over many years.   

Auction of Promises Saturday 28th October at 7 p.m. 
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Do you have old 

photos of 

Lochgair or 

neighbouring 

villages?   



To reduce costs and paper usage we have limited publication to an electronic format.  However a 

small number of hard copies have been posted out to those who don’t use email.   

If you have any item you would like included...a photo or story to share as part of our Social His-

tory Project….Or a comment on the work of the Association or ideas for The Association to con-

sider ….  

Please send them to The Editor, c/o rock.solid.res@gmail.com 

Issue 2 of The Lochgair Association Update will be a Christmas/New Year Issue. 
It will include: photos from the Gardening Group’s recent trip to visit gardens in Bute; the results of the Auction of Promises in 

October; and an update on the future of the village hall. 

 

Deadline for Copy for Issue 2 : 1st December 2017 

c/o The Secretary 

Westcroft, Lochgair 

Tel. 886232 

Email: rock.solid.res@gmail.com 

The Lochgair Association 

The aim of the Association is to improve the quality of life for the   

Residents of the Lochgair area — from Gortonronach to the north to 

Middle Kames to the south.  

This includes promoting, encouraging and managing projects to      

establish or improve community facilities and amenities; promoting or 

supporting social and recreational activities, and the advancement of 

education.  


